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from 6.2% to 9.6% of the GDP between 
1993 and 1997 and fell from the 9.6% to 
7.8 % between 1997 and 2003. It also shows 
an increase of the expenditure per capita of 
257 thousand pesos in 1993 to 403 thou-
sand in 1997 and a fall to 320 thousand pe-
sos in 2003. In addition, the expenditure per 
capita grew signifi cantly in the population 
covered by the contributory scheme and did 
not grow for the poor population.

It also shows increase of specifi c care spend-
ing of 10.6% between 1993 and 2003 (less 
than the population growth in the same 
period), and reveals a fall of per capita ex-
penditure in the resources actually allocated 
to health care. Th is is the worst outcome to 
demonstrate a reform. Moreover, the per 
capita annual expenditure spent on outpa-
tient services fell unceasingly since 1995 
when it reached 178, 000 pesos to 130,000 
in 2003, and made the situation very seri-
ous and demonstrated the greatest failure 
regarding the real access to early diagnosis 
and treatment needs.

It should be noted at this point that “linked” 
are not simply “not insured” as it is claimed 
in the studies, at least not as it was implied 
by the National Health System before the 
year 1993. Linked are a construction of the 
system, most of which have been excluded 
intentionally from the benefi ts of the system 
by the focus mechanism (Benefi ts System or 
SISBEN) At the time when systematically 
the hospitals cut their care resources it is 
logical to fi nd advantages of affi  liates to the 
subsidized regime with respect to those who 
had been left intentionally at the gates of 
health services. Th erefore, we cannot prove 
that members of the subsidized regime are 
well or much better provided, what happens 
is that the linked are really excluded, except 
a few exceptions as in the district capital, 
Bogota, and the Valle del Cauca that are 
investing in this group signifi cant resources 
pursuing policies of their own. 

Summarizing, we can point out that one 
of the many goals Law 100/ 1993 was not 

able to meet and could not meet because 
the very structure of the Law was based on 
inequality and made it self-destructive was 
the idealistic “universal coverage” according 
to which there would be health care for all 
by the year 2000 and then as an electoral 
strategy of the current Government which 
set its deadline in 2005 there was passed the 
famous Law 1122/07 or “Amendments to 
Act 100” which lowered the “universal” cov-
erage at levels I, II and III of the SISBEN 
and so spent the highest percentage of the 
money of the health sector to increase that 
coverage at the level of municipalities at the 
expense of the subsidy to the off er and the 
possibility of maintaining of level II care 
hospitals functioning and fi nancially stable 
to meet their objectives of providing health 
care of specialized medicine and advanced 
technology to the most vulnerable part of 
the departments for the uninsured poor 
whereupon health care moved towards total 
collapse. 

Th e offi  cial sector has a network of public 
hospitals monitored by the departments, by 
the Ministry of Social Protection, the Na-
tional Superintendence of Health; each pri-
vate EPS has its own vertically integrated 
network, adverse selection, the constraint 
of professional practice, the labour abuse, 
de-professionalization of medicine and the 
delabourization of unregulated by the de-
partments health workers not integrated 
in the surveillance systems, morbidity and 
mortality committees that are only moni-
tored by the National Superintendence of 
Health entity that is located in the capital 
with a single offi  ce and only 100 employees 
to cover the entire country.

Finally, it is necessary to point out that 
Social Security is the best way to ensure 
the health of Colombians and when ask-
ing about the current occurrences, it is 
not questioning social security, or even 
the delegation of public service to private 
actors, what is in question is the absolute 
lack of capacity of the system to address 
and regulate the system, the deviation 

from the objectives of a universal system 
with equal benefi ts plan for all Colombi-
ans, the vulnerability of the majority of 
workers in the country without formal 
employment contract, the road taken from 
the assistance and the political patronage 
in the subsidized regime which disclaims 
employers and leaves without rights work-
ers managing many EPS under the two 
regimes (especially the ownerless), where 
administrators steal or simply dispose with 
total irresponsibility of money earmarked 
for the health of Colombians and there is 
development towards de-professionaliza-
tion of medicine and delaborization of the 
medical profession.

Th e everyday positive account of the system 
is contrary to what happens to the citizens, 
the majority of whom do not fi nd a decent 
and humane response to their health needs 
in the current operation of the SGSSS.

All this leads us to conclude that if noth-
ing is done, Colombia will become the only 
country with no public Social Security in 
which all health assurance will remain in 
private hands and where there is private 
monopoly in assuring the health of Colom-
bians in less than 15 years if implementing 
the “Colombian model” which is nothing 
to be proud of because instead of being an 
advanced model it is totally regressive from 
the social point of view, excellent in fi nan-
cial returns but without meeting any social 
function of equity and universality.

 
Cesar Prieto Avila M.D.

President Colegio Medico del Valle del Cauca 

Vicepresident Federacion Medica Colombiana 

E-mail: colmedvalle@gmail.com
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