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Introduction	
	
The	
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The	ICRC	has	published
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regardless	of	the
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triage	may	include	a	decision	not	to	treat	someone	who	will	not	survive	whatever	treatment	is	
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commonplace.		Every	institution	should	have	someone	nominated	and	trained	to	deal	with	the	
media,	keeping	them	out	of	patient	treatment	areas	unless	privacy	can	be	maintained.		While	
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physicians	are	required	to	explain	to	patients,	within	the	process	of	gaining	consent	for	any	
intervention,	their	own	level	of	expertise	and	experience	linked	to	the	likely	outcome	for	this	
patient.		In	normal	civilian	practice	the	lack	of	experience	and	expertise	by	one	clinician	rarely	
causes	a	problem	as	well	established	systems	exist	for	referral	on	to	a	relevant	specialist.	
	
Non-intervention	by	the	non-expert	is	a	counsel	of	excellence.		In	some	real	clinical	
circumstances	this	would	leave	patients	with	no	recourse	to	necessary	treatment.		In	every	
clinical	circumstance	health	care	workers,	and	especially	doctors	are	those	with	the	highest	level	
of	training	and	the	broadest	ability	to	make	diagnoses,	and	indeed	assessing	the	impact	of	
choosing	not	to	treat	because	of	the	absence	of	a	suitably	qualified	expert.			
	
The	ethical	requirement	is	to	assess	the	impact	of	either	not
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If	
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some	risks	in	treating	patients.		Institutions	should	do	all	they	can,	including	providing	personal	
protective	equipment,	vaccinations	and	immunisations	and	reasonable	opportunities	for	
treatment	if	any	is	available.	
	
In	the	case	cited,	it	is	essential	that	the	institution	(which	may	well	mean	you	as	the	physician)	
should	ensure	that	local	civil	and	political	leaders	are	involved	in	planning	as	one	large	element	
of	stopping	the	
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