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INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF DR. MARGARET MUNGHERERA, 
PRESIDENT OF THE WORLD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION – 
FORTALEZA, BRAZII, 18TH OCTOBER, 2013 

The Health Secretary of the State of Ceara, Mr. Secretary Ciro Ferreira 
Gomes, the Hon. Minister of Health, Uganda, Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda, 
the outgoing President of the World Medical Association Dr. Cecil 
Wilson, the Chair of WMA Council, Dr. Mukesh Haikerwal, the WMA 
Secretary General, Dr. Otmer Kloiber, the President of the Brazilian 
Medical Association, Dr. Florentino Cardoso, members of the WMA, 
ladies and gentlemen. 

It is my honour and privilege to express my sincere appreciation to the 
President of the Brazilian Medical Association, Dr. Florentino Cardoso 
and his team for hosting the WMA meeting and their warm hospitality 
and for the choice for such an auspicious venue for the meeting. Please 
join me in 
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women’s rights advocate. It is this passion and determination to fight for 
social justice for all that I bring to the leadership of the WMA. 

It gives me great pride to note that despite the differing environments 
and circumstances of its members, the WMA remains committed to 
providing guidance to national medical association as regards promoting 
their professional freedom, high medical ethical standards and 
professional conduct, and advocacy for access to quality health care for 
all.  

During my term as President of the World Medical Association, I will 
advocate for the health of the poor and vulnerable communities. Almost 
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have the necessary capacity to be effective and this is where the WMA 
comes in. 

I 


